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Description :  Description du produit ON THE EVE OF THE LAST CRUSADE... One young knight, 
bound by faith, driven by valour, begins a quest to protect a secret that could change the course of history 

irrevocably. A richly detailed, epic historical adventure set in Paris, London, Egypt, and Palestine on the eve 
of the last Crusade, Brethren tells the story of a young knights search for a mysterious (and potentially 

deadly) book belonging to a secret organization within the Knights Templar. When young Will Campbell 
joins the most powerful organization in Europe, The Order of the Knights Templar, he finds himself drawn 
into a world of intrigue and danger. He is charged with recovering a heretical book stolen from the orders 

vaultsbut what Will doesnt know is that the book, in the form of a Grail Romance, hides the covert plans of a 
secret group within the Temple known as the Anima Templi: the Soul of the Temple. Whoever controls the 
book controls the fate of the Templarsand it seems that everyone around Will is ready to kill to possess it. 
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Brethren also traces the rise of Baybars Bundukdari, an ambitious commander in the Egyptian army, who, 
after assassinating the sultan, takes control of Egypt and Syria. The two stories come together during 

Baybarss campaign for a new Holy War that will cripple an empire and bring the Crusaders to their knees. 
Cleverly combining two narrativesEast and Westauthor Robyn Young gradually reveals the many links that 
bring two great cultures to war, creating a multifaceted world of sultans, troubadours, priests, and knights; 
strong-willed women and foul-mouthed murderers; sieges, battles, courage, and betrayal. With nail-biting 

battle scenes, a wonderfully complex villain, and an encyclopedic grasp of historical detail, Brethren brings 
this fascinating period vividly alive.

Prsentation de l'diteurThe epic first novel in the million-selling Brethren trilogy. In the tradition of Bernard 
Cornwell, Conn Iggulden and Manda Scott, Brethren brilliantly evokes that extraordinary clash of 

civilizations known in the West as the Crusades.From the burning plains of Syria to the filthy backstreets of 
Paris and London, Brethren is the story of Will Campbell, coming of age in a time of conspiracy, passion, 

politics and war.Will longs to become a Knight Templar, but first he must serve as an apprentice to the foul-
tempered scholar Everard, a man of dangerous secrets.Meanwhile, a new star is rising in the east. Amir 
Baybars has fought his way from slavery to become a fearsome commander, driven by an unquenchable 

desire to free the Holy Land from the European invaders.A stunning, epic novel of war, savagery and 
heroism.From Publishers WeeklyDebut novelist Young climbs aboard the Templar bandwagon, but sets the 
bar high in this initial installment of a trilogy on the Knights and the last crusade. Christendom's desperate 

attempts to maintain a foothold in the Holy Land against a furious Muslim jihad is embodied by Sir William 
Campbell, a young, idealistic Knight Templar, and the devout Baybars Bundukdari, the sultan of Egypt, 

determined to rid the region of Western influence. Young shifts between the rival camps; there is plenty of 
battlefield action, and a romantic interest for William in Elwen, the beautiful young niece of his fallen 
mentor. There's also a mystery for William to solve: the disappearance of the Book of the Grail, which 
contains the explosive (and heretical) agenda of a secret group of Brethren within the Knights Templar. 
Combining rich historical detail, clever plotting and engaging characters, Young has crafted a historical 
thriller that will have readers turning pages and envisioning the sequel. (July) Copyright Reed Business 

Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Revue de presseWriting medieval stories is 
one of the toughest jobs in historical fiction, because there are so many details we just don't know - how 

people talked to each other, how they loved each other. But Robyn Young has written an intricate, 
compelling, captivating and, above all, believable story. BRETHREN is a brilliant piece of sustained 

imagination. (David Boyle, author of BLONDEL'S SONG: The Capture, Imprisonment Ransom of Richard 
the Lionheart)Wonderful... loaded with atmosphere, action, and intrigue. The Crusades come alive (Steve 

Berry, author of THE TEMPLAR LEGACY)BRETHREN is one of the best historical debuts in recent 
memory. Exciting and enthralling, it gripped me from the first page and left me waiting anxiously for the 
next instalment (John Connolly, author of THE BLACK ANGEL and THE BOOK OF LOST THINGS)A 
wonderful romp through a tulmultuous time loaded with medieval atmosphere, action, and intrigue. The 
Crusades come alive for what they were - personal battles of conquest and ambition. Robyn Young is a 
writer who bears watching. (Steve Berry, bestselling author of THE TEMPLAR LEGACY)'I was lucky 

enough to recieve an advance copy of this book, working in the book trade, and I was instantly blown away 
by the cover but the real treat lies inside. The story within is beautifully written and the research that has 

been done for this book shows in every amazing description. I would urge anyone to pick this up and read it. 
A deep, fast paced adventure extraordinare, beautifully crafted and filled with passion, intrigue and 

excitement taking the reader from the Scottish Highland to England, France and finally to the Holy Land. 
From the first word to the last it is impossible to put down. Robyn Young really brings alive the turmoil and 
politcal machinations of the medieval age creating a stunning debut.' (M. R. Houlton-hart, bookshop, Bury 

St Edmunds, review on )Rich historical detail, clever plotting and engaging characters . . . a historical thriller 
that will have readers turning pages and envisioning the sequel (Publishers Weekly)Pacy and well-written, 

with vivid, convincing characters, Brethren captures your interest until the last page. I eagerly anticipate the 
sequel, knowing I will not be disappointed (Alison Weir)Intricate, compelling, captivating and, above all, 

believable ... a brilliant piece of sustained imagination (David Boyle, author of BLONDEL'S SONG)Robyn 
Young's BRETHREN is a truly excellent novel. The thirteenth century is vividly and excitingly evoked ... I 

can't wait for the sequel! (Mark Philpott, Centre for Medieval Renaissance Studies, 
Oxford)'Stirring...carefully researched' (Publishing News)A sweeping historical adventure with strong 



characters and serious verve...hits all the big emotional points...Can't wait for the next two volumes! (Sarah 
Weinman (Baltimore Sun, Shots Magazine, Galleycat blog))If you love the Templars, the Crusades, and the 

Middle Ages, this is the book for you. Robyn Young is an exciting new voice that speaks loudly (Sharon 
Kay Penman, author)Engaging and enjoyable - Robyn Young brings the tumultuous medieval world to life 

with pace and flair (Tom Harper, author, Knights Of The Cross) 


