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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurEugene Debs Hartke, ex-Vietnam vet, ex-college professor, current inmate of 
Tarkington State Reformatory, awaits his trial and probable death from TB. How did he get there? Via 

numerous absurd twists of fate which he now narrates on scraps of paper found about the place. Killer of 
men, romancer of women, compulsive list-maker, Eugene is just one more victim of the world's hocus 
pocus.From Publishers WeeklyAmong the most original stylists in America today, Vonnegut vents his 

disgust and moral outrage with government and humanity and the entire universe in yet another scathing 
social/political/philosophical satire. Set in the year 2001, but jumping over the last half of the 20th century, 
Hocus Pocus takes on an absurdist's perspective of human history. Protagonist Eugene Debs Hartke, West 
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Point graduate, Vietnam vet, college professor, educator of the disabled and the illiterate, is awaiting trial for 
a crime initially unspecified. Until this time, Hartke has diligently and good-naturedly participated in 

whatever was expected of him, including involvement in the evacuation of American personnel from Saigon. 
At one point, however, he calculates the remarkable fact that he has killed exactly as many people as he has 
had sex with, a coincidence that causes him to doubt his atheism. The narrative is composed of short takes in 

which Hartke's thoughts skip between the inconsequential and the profound, giving Vonnegut occasion to 
interject interesting tidbits of information, scientific and historical and otherwise. The cumulative power of 

the novel is considerable, revealing Vonnegut at his fanciful and playful best. First serial to Penthouse; 
BOMC selection; QPB featured alternate. Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.Revue de 

presse"Vonnegut's best novel in years-funny and prophetic...something special" (The Nation)"Although it is 
set in the near future, Hocus Pocus is the most topical, realistic Vonnegut novel to date, and shows the 

struggle of an artist a little impatient with allegory and more than a little impatient with his own country" 
(New York Times Book )"Hocus Pocus is, of course, extremely funny. Jokes are told, deadpan and whiplash-

sharp; neat, compulsive little anecdotes with stings in the tail jostle one another down the page" (Sunday 
Correspondent)"After you have read one of Kurt Vonnegut's gleefully pessimistic novels, his words go on 

colouring your world for a long time afterwards... not to read him would be to miss out on lessons that need 
to be learned about the age we live in" (Sunday Times)"It is all done with voice. Vonnegut is a master of the 

first-person, manic-depressive stand-up" (Observer) 


