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Description : Description du produitFrom the towering heights of Olympos Mons on Mars, the mighty
Zeus and hisimmortal family of gods, goddesses, and demigods look down upon a momentous battle,
observing -- and often influencing -- the legendary exploits of Paris, Achilles, Hector, Odysseus, and the
clashing armies of Greece and Troy.Thomas Hockenberry, former twenty-first-century professor and Iliad
scholar, watches as well. It is Hockenberry's duty to observe and report on the Trojan War's progress to the
so-called deities who saw fit to return him from the dead. But the muse he serves has a new assignment for
the wary scholic, one dictated by Aphrodite herself. With the help of fortieth-century technology,
Hockenberry isto infiltrate Olympos, spy on its divine inhabitants ... and ultimately destroy Aphrodite's
sister and rival, the goddess Pallas Athena.On an Earth profoundly changed since the departure of the Post-
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Humans centuries earlier, the great events on the bloody plains of Ilium serve as mere entertainment. Its
scenes of unrivaled heroics and unequaled carnage add excitement to human lives devoid of courage, strife,
labor, and purpose. But this eloi-like existence is not enough for Harman, a man in the last year of hislast
Twenty. That rarest of post-postmodern men -- an "adventurer” -- he intends to explore far beyond the
boundaries of hisworld before his allotted time expires, in search of alost past, a devastating truth, and an
escape from his own inevitable "final fax." Meanwhile, from the radiation-swept reaches of Jovian space,
four sentient machines race to investigate -- and, perhaps, terminate -- the potentially catastrophic emissions
of unexplained quantum-flux emanating from a mountaintop miles above the terraformed surface of Mars
...Thefirst book in aremarkable two-part epic to be concluded in the upcoming Olympos, Dan Simmons's
[lium is a breathtaking adventure, enormous in scope and imagination, sweeping across time and space to
connect three seemingly disparate storiesin fresh, thrilling, and totally unexpected ways. A truly masterful
work of speculative fiction, it is quite possibly Simmons's finest achievement to date in an already storied
literary career.

Prsentation de I'diteurThe Trojan War rages at the foot of Olympos Mons on Mars -- observed and
influenced from on high by Zeus and hisimmortal family -- and twenty-first-century professor Thomas
Hockenberry isthere to play arolein the insidious private wars of vengeful gods and goddesses. On Earth, a
small band of the few remaining humans pursues a lost past and devastating truth -- as four sentient
machines depart from Jovian space to investigate, perhaps terminate, the potentially catastrophic emissions
emanating from a mountaintop miles above the terraformed surface of the Red Planet..comGenre-hopping
Dan Simmons returns to science fiction with the vast and intricate masterpiece Ilium. Within, Simmons
weaves three astounding story lines into one Earth-, Mars-, and Jupiter-shattering cliffhanger that will leave
readers aching for the sequel. On Earth, a post-technological group of humans, pampered by servant
machines and easy travel via "faxing," begins to question its beginnings. Meanwhile, ateam of sentient and
Shakespeare-quoting robots from Jupiter's lunar system embark on amission to Mars to investigate an
increase in dangerous quantum fluctuations. On the Red Planet, they'll find arace of metahumans living out
existence as the pantheon of classic Greek gods. These "gods" have recreated the Trojan War with
reconstituted Greeks and Trojans and staffed it with scholars from throughout Earth's history who observe
the events and report on the accuracy of Homer's Iliad. One of these scholars, Thomas Hockenberry, finds
himself tangled in the midst of interplay between the gods and their playthings and sends the war reeling in a
direction the blind poet could have never imagined. Simmons creates an exciting and thrilling tale set in the
thick of the Trojan War as seen through Hockenberry's 20th-century eyes. At the same time, Simmons's
robots study Shakespeare and Proust and the origin-seeking Earthlings find themselves caught in a
murderous retelling of The Tempest. Reading this highly literate novel does take more than a passing
familiarity with at least The lliad but readers who can dive into these heady waters and swim with the
current will be amply rewarded. --Jeremy PughFrom Publishers WeeklyHugo and Stoker winner Simmons
(Hyperion) makes a spectacular return to large-scal e space operain this elegant monster of a novel. Many
centuries in the future, Earth's small, more or less human population lives an enjoyable, if drone-like
existence. Elsewhere, on some alternate Earth, or perhapsit's the distant past, the battle for Troy isinits
ninth year. Oddly, its combatants, Hector, Achilles and the rest, seem to be following a script, speaking their
lines exactly as Homer reported them in The Iliad. The Gods, who live on Olympus Mons on the planet
Mars, may be post-humans, or aiens, or, well, Gods; it isn't entirely clear. Thomas Hockenberry, alate-20th-
century professor of the classics from De Pauw University in Indiana, has, along with other scholars from his
era, apparently been resurrected by the Gods. Hisjob is to take notes on the war and compare its progress to
Homer's tale, noting even the smallest deviations. Meanwhile, the "moravecs,” acivilization of diverse,
partially organic Als clustered on the moons of Jupiter, have been disturbed by the quantum activity they've
registered from the inner solar system and have sent an expedition to Marsto investigate. It will come as no
surprise to the author's fans that the expedition's members include specialists in Shakespeare and Proust.
Beautifully written, chock full of literary references, grand scenery and fascinating characters, this book
represents Simmons at his best.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.



