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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurTO UNDERSTAND a peopleand through it, humankindis to seeitslife whole. This
has been a peculiarly difficult task where Jews are concerned, for the vision of the world has been obscured
by darkly bias-tinted spectacles. If, on the one hand, Christological and anti-Semitic prejudices have
revealed only an infamous horde of blasphemers and parasites, on the other, a historical perspective limited
by Scripture has disclosed an exalted band of prophets, hounded and persecuted as prophets must be for their
vision and temerity. Between these two extremeswhich have alike doomed Jews to the unhappiest of
careersanormal people, with all the faults and virtues of humanity, has pursued its normal course through
history, however abnormal were the conditions against which it struggled. Thisis perhaps the greatest
achievement of Jewry, that in the face of an environment as perennially hostile as any people has had to
confront, it has still maintained its balance, it has remained a norma member of the human familyeven to
owning, along with its peculiar virtues and faults, the common aberrations of the human race.Prsentation de
I'diteurTO UNDERSTAND a peopleand through it, humankindis to seeits life whole. This has been a
peculiarly difficult task where Jews are concerned, for the vision of the world has been obscured by darkly
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bias-tinted spectacles. If, on the one hand, Christological and anti-Semitic prejudices have revealed only an
infamous horde of blasphemers and parasites, on the other, a historical perspective limited by Scripture has
disclosed an exalted band of prophets, hounded and persecuted as prophets must be for their vision and
temerity. Between these two extremeswhich have alike doomed Jews to the unhappiest of careersa normal
people, with al the faults and virtues of humanity, has pursued its normal course through history, however
abnormal were the conditions against which it struggled. This is perhaps the greatest achievement of Jewry,
that in the face of an environment as perennially hostile as any people has had to confront, it has till
maintained its balance, it has remained a normal member of the human familyeven to owning, along with its
peculiar virtues and faults, the common aberrations of the human race.Biographie de I'auteurAbout the
Author: "The author, Joshua Trachtenberg (b. 1904, d. 1959) was areform rabbi on the east coast of the US.
Thisis an elaboration of his Columbia University Ph.D. thesis. Trachtenberg's appreciation of the role of
folk-magic in Jewish culture isimportant for the study of Judaism, and also the roots of modern Pagan
beliefs and practices.” (Quote from sacred-texts.com)



