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Description :  Description du produit In the world of antiques dealing, there are minor calamities...like 
accidentally selling a rare engraving for $170 instead of $1,700. And then there are worse tragedies -- such 

as the chain of suspicious deaths among dealers in the weeks prior to the Rensselaer County Spring Antiques 
Fair. For Maggie Summer, owner of Shadow Antiques and an antique print expert, the threat of murder is far 
from her mind as she displays her treasures at the prestigious show. Though rumors abound, security is tight, 

and Maggie has been in the business too long to be easily rattled, she can't help observing her colleagues 
with fresh eyes. And when sudden death claims a victim in their midst, Maggie will race to stop a killer -- if 
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she can distinguish those she suspects from the real deal.

Prsentation de l'diteur Local antiques dealer, dead in a one-car accident on his way home from an antiques 
exposition in Columbus, Ohio Two Scranton, Pennsylvania, antiques dealers dead of smoke inhalation 

Massachusetts antiques dealer dead of substance abuse at an auction in Sharon, Connecticut Antiques dealer 
dies in his booth at the Westchester (New York) Antiques Show Ignorance is truly bliss for recently 

widowed Maggie Summer, owner of Shadows Antiques, when she arrives at the prestigious Rensselaer 
County Spring Antiques Fair. Sadly, she won't remain ignorant of the suspiciously high mortality rate among 

her fellow antiques dealers for long. Rumors are everywhere. The most recent victim, John Smithson, died 
of poison at a show just last week, and many of the same dealers are here at Rensselaer. They make the 

identical circuit year after year, so they know each other well. Or do they? Murder is still far from Maggie's 
mind as she arranges her Shadows booth: some Currier Ives prints here, Winslow Homer wood engravings 
on the hack wall, other prints arranged on tables and easels by category. With eleven years' experience, she 

knows her stock. So far the worst thing that has happened was putting the wrong price tag on a Homer 
engraving and having to sell it for $170 instead of $1,700. Maggie doesn't intend for that to happen again, 

and she doesn't intend to worry about murder. This show's security is tight. But she can't help observing her 
colleagues with fresh eyes. Some, Eke Gussie White in the booth next door, are dear friends, and Gussie's 
assistant, her twenty-year-old nephew, Ben, who has Down's syndrome, is a delightful new acquaintance. 
Others, however, even people she's known for years, suddenly seem suspect. The opening night wine has 
hardly stopped flowing when death claims another victim. Maggie will still sell a few antique prints, but 

she'll spend most of her time looking for a killer and trying to save a vulnerable young friend. Will Maggie 
herself become a potential victim? The answer may be in one of Maggie's prints, but she has hundreds in her 

booth. Where should she begin? With its riveting behind-the-scenes glimpse of antiques shows and its 
revealing data on antique-print values, Shadows at the Fair introduces a captivating new series that unveils 

the powerful mysteries of antique prints even as it entertains.From Publishers WeeklyHomicide and antiques 
combine smoothly in this well-crafted mystery, the first in a new series, from fourth-generation antiques 

dealer and children's historical novelist Wait (Stopping to Home). Since several antiques dealers have died 
lately under suspicious circumstances, the police are especially vigilant at the Rensselaer County (N.Y.) 

Spring Antiques Fair. Despite their precautions, recently widowed Maggie Summer, an antique prints dealer 
who calls her business "Shadows," has just set up her booth when she learns a fellow dealer has died after a 

scuffle. The police soon accuse Ben, the 20-year-old nephew of Maggie's disabled friend, Gussie White, 
who has an adjoining booth, but Ben has Down's syndrome and is unable to clear himself of the murder 

charge. A second death puts all the dealers under suspicion. Because the fair lasts only three days, Maggie 
and new acquaintance Will Brewer, a dealer in fireplace tools who has his charms ("Kindly women might 

have called him a teddy bear, complete with beard and slight beer belly"), must act quickly to help the police 
solve the murders before her colleagues (and the killer?) disperse. Full of fascinating information about 

antiques and antiques fairs (each chapter head includes a catalogue-like description of an antique print), plus 
helpful maps and careful directions for finding one's place in the crime scene, this solid debut will appeal to 

cozy fans who appreciate a realistic background.Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
Library JournalMaggie Summer, a recent widow, sells antique prints at antique shows. She attends the 

Rensselaer County show with some trepidation because a serial killer seems to have targeted the dealers. 
Sure enough, someone murders one of her friends, and police suspect the Down's Syndrome- afflicted 

assistant of another friend. Asked for help, Maggie begins sleuthing. Her discreet search for clues 
accompanies a similarly low-key dissemination of information about old prints and other antiques. Fans of 

John Dunning's mysteries about the rare book world (e.g., Booked To Die) may also enjoy this solid, middle-
of-the-road start to a new series. Wait is a fourth-generation antiques dealer and has sold antique prints for 

over 25 years. Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


