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Description : Description du produitWritten at the end of the 1890's, when issues such as female sexuality
and the education of women were in fierce debate, James's novel enacts the tension between various views
of women and also of an aristocracy which was fading. This novel anticipates the experimental fiction of
VirginiaWoolf and James Joyce. Thetext is that of the first edition in book form, published in 1899. Most
other existing texts are based on the earlier serial version.

Prsentation de I'diteurThe novel The Awkward Age was published in 1899. The story, set in contemporary
time, revolves around Nanda Brookenham, the daughter of Fernanda. Fernanda, who goes by the name of
Mrs. Brook, keeps a fashionable London salon. She has ambitions for her daughter to marry well, and has
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delayed her daughters debut into society for aslong as possible. The title of the novel, The Awkward Age, is
open to speculative interpretation as to whose awkward age James is referring to.Prsentation de I'diteurThe
novel The Awkward Age was published in 1899. The story, set in contemporary time, revolves around
Nanda Brookenham, the daughter of Fernanda. Fernanda, who goes by the name of Mrs. Brook, keeps a
fashionable London salon. She has ambitions for her daughter to marry well, and has delayed her daughters
debut into society for aslong as possible. The title of the novel, The Awkward Age, is open to speculative
interpretation as to whose awkward age James is referring to. The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of
LiteratureNovel by Henry James, published in 1899. Written mostly in dialogue with limited narrative
explanation, The Awkward Age is the story of Nanda Brookenham, a young society woman whose attempts
at marriage are foiled by various members of her mother's social circle. Nanda's manipulative mother,
Fernanda, is the hostess of afashionable London salon. The two women both appear to love Gustavus
Vanderbank, a young government employee, who becomes alienated from them. Nanda is befriended by the
elderly Mr. Longdon, who once courted her grandmother, and by the young Mr. Mitchett, who unhappily
marries Little Aggie, a naive young woman steered into the marriage by her conniving aunt, the Duchess.



