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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurJust as The Things They Carried and Catch-22 spoke to their generations with truth 
and dark humor, this brilliant first novel defines the experience of war for its era. Benjamin Jones, twenty-

three, discharged after an army tour in Somalia, heads cross-country on a Greyhound, seeking refuge on the 
West Coast. He has left behind his best friend, Trevor, and Liz Ross, a female soldier with whom Jones has 
fallen in love. But Jones has also left behind a tragedy -- a horrible, split-second action made in Somalia -- 

that Trevor, Jones, and the army have implicitly agreed to forget. Alone on the streets of San Francisco, and 
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then north on the Washington coast, Jones finds that an uneducated ex-soldier is qualified only as a peep 
show fantasy object or as a hired hand to a bottom-feeding smuggler and pornographer. Recurring visions of 

his life as a soldier gradually reveal the full truth -- and agony -- of his experience, and a reunion with Liz 
and a violent confrontation with Trevor bring the young soldier's journey to a wrenching conclusion -- but 
one not without hope. At equal turns tense, brutal, and poetic, The Ice Beneath You is a soldier's story for a 

time when there weren't supposed to be any more soldiers' stories.Revue de presseHubert Selby, Jr. author of 
Last Exit to Brooklyn and Requiem for a Dream Beautifully crafted, structured, and simple...It is a pleasure 

to read the work of a real writer. Thank you Mr. Bauman.Richard Wertime author of Citadel on the 
Mountain A remarkable debut...a tense, razor-edged, powerful effort...This is a book that will hold you.Don 
De Grazia author of American Skin An important book -- a profound meditation on the stark realities of the 

American male experience. The truths of soldiering are brilliantly examined here from angles previously 
unexplored, but this is not so much a war novel as it is an exploration of the human heart. The writing is 

beautiful and deft, and displays an almost religious devotion to unwavering honesty.Scott Anderson author 
of Triage and The Man Who Tried to Save the World Bauman renders the true spirit of men at war -- not just 
the frustrations and fear that come with operating over a dangerous landscape but also the deep bonds that tie 
men and women together through such experiences. With both humor and compassion, he captures well the 
deeper wounds that such places can inflict.Prsentation de l'diteurJust as The Things They Carried and Catch-
22 spoke to their generations with truth and dark humor, this brilliant first novel defines the experience of 

war for its era. Benjamin Jones, twenty-three, discharged after an army tour in Somalia, heads cross-country 
on a Greyhound, seeking refuge on the West Coast. He has left behind his best friend, Trevor, and Liz Ross, 
a female soldier with whom Jones has fallen in love. But Jones has also left behind a tragedy -- a horrible, 
split-second action made in Somalia -- that Trevor, Jones, and the army have implicitly agreed to forget. 

Alone on the streets of San Francisco, and then north on the Washington coast, Jones finds that an 
uneducated ex-soldier is qualified only as a peep show fantasy object or as a hired hand to a bottom-feeding 

smuggler and pornographer. Recurring visions of his life as a soldier gradually reveal the full truth -- and 
agony -- of his experience, and a reunion with Liz and a violent confrontation with Trevor bring the young 
soldier's journey to a wrenching conclusion -- but one not without hope. At equal turns tense, brutal, and 
poetic, The Ice Beneath You is a soldier's story for a time when there weren't supposed to be any more 

soldiers' stories. 


